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HURRICANE IRMA: 


Wide-ranging storms toll 
could near 100 as more 
investigations wrap up 


By LISA J. HURIASH 
Staff writer 


While Hurricane Irma wasn’t the strong- 
est storm to make landfall in Florida, it 
turned out to be one of the deadliest for the 
state in recent history. 

The Florida Division of Emergency Man- 
agement, relying on information from 
county medical examiners, has now put the 
number of people who died as a result of 
September’s massive storm at 72. That’s up 
from 50 first reported in the weeks after 
Irma. 

The state total may rise close to 100 in the 
coming months — once authorities in 
Broward County, the Florida Keys and 
other regions wrap up additional death in- 
vestigations. 

The reason the storm was especially 
deadly and caused so much damage was 
because of the path it took, experts say. 

“Tt caused significant damage because it 
moved from south to north. It covered the 
entire state,” said Anthony Reynes, meteor- 
ologist with the National Weather Service. 
“Historically, the storms come from the east 
or the west — the Atlantic or the Gulf” 

That it went the entire length of the state 
is “fairly rare,” he said. “That’s what made it 
dangerous.” 


See DEATHS, 14A 


FBI: Men donned 
women’s clothes 
to steal jewelry 


By PAULA MCMAHON 
Staff writer 


These guys disguised themselves as 
women, smeared their faces with makeup 
and covered their heads with long dark 
wigs to commit armed robberies at jewelry 
stores, according to the FBI. 

But they didn’t do such a good job of 
covering their tracks, authorities say. 

Seven months after the first suspect was 
arrested — hiding in a bush near the scene 
of a heist in Port St. Lucie — federal prose- 
cutors have charged four Broward County 
men with pulling off four jewelry store rob- 
beries in Florida and Georgia during a six- 
week period in March and April. 

A video of one of the men dancing and 
waving a gun around on Facebook Live, a 
cellphone accidentally left behind at one of 
the stores, and a discarded water bottle 
were just some of the evidence that helped 
investigators link all four men to the spree. 


See ROB, 19A 
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Physician settled federal fraud suit, 
then bought Hollywood care home 


By MEGAN O’MATz 


Staff writer 


FORT LAUDERDALE — 
When Florida regulators went 
to approve new ownership of a 
Hollywood nursing home in 
2015, they had before them a 


Miami doctor trained in inter- 
nal medicine who controlled a 
major hospital. 

He also had been a key fig- 
ure ina civil suit brought by the 
US. Department of Justice al- 
leging massive health care 
fraud. 

That, however, was not a 


deal breaker. The state allowed 
Dr. Jack Michel to take over 
the Rehabilitation Center at 
Hollywood Hills even though 
he’d been hit with a $15.4 mil- 
lion fine years earlier to settle 
claims that he and others swin- 
dled Medicare and Medicaid. 
It’s a common practice in 
the health care industry, where 
people and institutions ac- 
cused of fraud are allowed to 
write large checks to the US. 
government — then continue 


operating. 

Now the Hollywood Hills 
nursing home is the subject of 
a criminal investigation into 
the deaths of 12 people left for 
days without air conditioning 
after Hurricane Irma. The 
medical examiner has ruled 
them homicides caused by 
heat exposure. The deaths of 
two other nursing home pa- 
tients, previously suspected as 


See DOCTOR, 14A 


City parking 


BOYNTON BEACH 
Daily parking fees 
rates at = Boynton $10 per vehicle during season 
South Florida Beach Ob Pe val 30), on week- 
ends and holidays; 
beaches Sain Pea $5 per vehicle on weekdays 
DELRAY BEACH 
Delray $1.50 per hour; expected to 
Beach increase to $1.75 an hour next year 
Atlantic Ave. 
BOCA RATON 
Beach parking meters: Hourly rate: 
$2 on weekdays; $3 on weekends 
Daily at Red Reef and Spanish River 
parks: $17 weekdays; $19 on weekends 
Boca Daily at South Beach Park: $16 
Raton weekdays; $18 weekends 
Glades Rd. 
DEERFIELD BEACH 
$2 to $3 per hour on weekdays; 
$3 to $4 on weekends 
POMPANO BEACH 
April 15-Nov. 14: $1.25 to $1.75 per hour 
Nov. 15-April 14: $1.75 to $2.25 per hour 
Sample Rd. Holiday/event rate: $2.25 to $2.75 
Pompano {13 
Beach LAUDERDALE-BY-THE-SEA 


Atlantic Blvd. 


Commercial Blvd. 


Sunrise Blvd. 


Fort 


Hourly rate at meters: 50 cents to $2 per 
hour; increasing to 75 cents to $2.25 per 
hour in October 2018 

Daily rate at two parking lots: $10; 
increasing to $11 in October 2018 


BIRCH STATE PARK, FORT LAUDERDALE 
Admission Fee: $6 per vehicle (limit 2-8 people 
per car, $2 for each additional passenger); $4 
single-occupant vehicle 


Lauderdale ‘ae FORT LAUDERDALE 


Griffin Rd. 


Hollywood 
Hollywood Beach Blvd. 


Ives Dairy Rd. 


NE 163rd St. 


{3 


Hourly rate: Ranges from $1 to $3 


O—— DR. VON D. MIZELL-EULA JOHNSON 


STATE PARK 

Admission Fee: $6 per vehicle (limit 2-8 
people per car, $2 for each additional 
passenger); $4 single-occupant vehicle 


DANIA BEACH 
$2 per hour 


HOLLYWOOD 
Hourly rates: $3 Monday through Thursday; 
$4 Friday through Sunday 


HALLANDALE BEACH 
$1.75 per hour 


YOUR NATION, YOUR WORLD 


Consumer agency has 2 chiefs 


Conflict is brewing, as the outgoing 
director named a successor and the 
White House named another. 2A 


We reach nearly 1.5 million adults every week with the combined resources of: 


Diplomatic test for pope 


gravest humanitarian crises. 4A 


The pontiff on Monday begins a visit to 
Myanmar, scene of one of the world’s 


At beach, 


prepare to 
“Shell out 
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Hollywood’s $4 hourly weekend rate isn’t 
keeping people away. 


Parking can be costly, 
especially during season 


By SUSANNAH BRYAN | Staff writer 


Beachgoers beware: That breathtaking 
view might beckon, but the parking will cost 
you. 

How much depends on where you go. 

If you head to Hollywood, Boca Raton or 
Miami Beach, yov’ll pay among the highest 
rates in South Florida for a spot at a municipal 
meter or parking garage. Bargain hunters can 
find better deals in Delray Beach, Pompano 
Beach and Lauderdale-by-the-Sea. 

But Hollywood’s $4 hourly weekend rate 
isn’t keeping people away, said City Commis- 
sioner Kevin Biederman. 

“Being that we are at capacity most of the 
time, people are willing to pay those rates,” he 
said. 

Hallandale Beach Mayor Joy Cooper had 
this advice for those who don’t want to get 

See BEACH, 18A 


Where the lights never go out 


Heavily populated areas are losing the 
distinction between day and night, and 
that could mean health problems. 8A 


MOVE IN THIS SEASON 


RIVA’s 100 owners will soon be celebrating 
living on the water in the heart of the city. 


Two & Three Bedrooms and Penthouses from the $700s to over $3 million. 


VA 


Sales center open daily at 1200 E. Las Olas Blvd. - 954.233.3288 riva-condo.com 
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